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Dates to Remember: 
 

August 27th –August 29th 

Meeting with Counselors 

Re: Scheduling Concerns 

(see chart for times) 
 

August 28th 

Freshmen Focus 

(see varied arrival times) 

 

School Security  Updates 

Parent Night   

7:00 p.m. 

 

August 29th 

College Essay Review 

10 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

September 4th 

School Opens 
 

September 17th 

Senior Planning Night 

7:00 p.m. 

Auditorium 

 

September 27th 

What to Expect Junior Year 

6:30 p.m. 

High School Auditorium 
(prior to Meet the Teacher)  

 

 

 

Course Schedules for 2018-2019:  
The Parent Portal will open to view student schedules on August 23rd at 4 p.m. 
A hard copy will also be mailed home highlighting the procedures below. 
Students entering Grade 9 will receive schedules at the Freshmen Focus 
program. Please pay close attention to PPS procedures regarding schedule 
changes:  

Procedure #1: To request a schedule change, students are asked to follow the 
schedule below to meet with their school counselor. Requests made via email 
will be answered after sessions concludes.  Keep in mind that requests for 
teacher changes, friendship matching, and/or certain lunch periods will not be 
accommodated. No appointment is necessary, but cooperation is key.  

Procedure #2: There will be no course changes of any kind until five (5) full days 
of school have passed. The only exception would be if student was misplaced in 
a course. This includes NO dropping of levels or electives for five full days.   

Grade 12 August 27 9:00 a.m. —11:30 a.m. 

Grade 11 August 27 1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.  

Grade 10 August 29 9:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 

Grade 9 August 29 1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Freshmen Focus: August 28th 
The following outlines expected arrival times for students:  

Last Names A  – L:     Report to HHS at 9:00 a.m. for tablet distribution 

 General Program:      10:15 a.m. –12:30 p.m. for All Students 

Last Names M – Z:     Arrival time is 10:15 a.m. Students remain until  

   2:30  p.m. for tablet distribution  
   **Pizza Lunch: 12:30 p.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 All Freshmen will… 

 Receive their class schedule, computer tablet, agenda book, and photo ID card 

 Meet Mr. Galati (HHS Principal), School Counselors, and many teachers 

 Experience an abbreviated version of their actual schedule by visiting all classes 

 Learn pertinent information about Hewlett High School during seven (7) minute 

periods facilitated by HHS teachers 

 Meet many PAL Student Leaders and learn tips on achieving academic and social 

success at Hewlett HS   

Download MANDATORY computer tablet form to bring to FF.  No signed form=no tablet.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VFduCpX2AVIHHTy99A_onBc-LxnIwMBp4WdITppoFHg/edit


1. You don’t need ONE study space. 
A well-stocked desk in a quiet place at home is key, but sometimes you need variety. Coffee shops, libraries, 
parks, or even just moving to the kitchen table will give you a change of scenery which can prompt your 
brain to retain information better. 

2. Track more than HW in your school planner. 
Keeping a calendar helps you plan ahead—but you’ve got more going on than just homework assignments! 
Make sure you’re marking your extracurricular, work, and social commitments, too. (Tests, band practice, 
away games, SAT dates, half-days and holidays are just a few examples of reminders for your planner.) 

3. Start small. 
If you’ve got a big assignment looming, like a research paper, stay motivated by completing a piece of the 
project every few days. Write one paragraph each night. Or, do 5 algebra problems from your problem set at 
a time, and then take a break. 

4. School supplies (alone) don’t make you organized. 
Come up with a system and keep to it. Do you keep one big binder for all your classes with color-coded tabs? 
Or do you prefer to keep separate notebooks and a folder for handouts? Keep the system simple—if it’s too 
fancy or complicated, you are less likely to keep it up everyday. 

5. Get into a routine. 
When will you make the time to do your homework every day? Find the time of day that works best for you 
(this can change day-to-day, depending on your schedule!), and make a plan to hit the books. 

6. Learn how to create a distraction-free zone. 
A study on workplace distractions found that it takes workers an average of 25 minutes to return to what 
they were working on pre-interruption. Try turning off your phone notifications or blocking Twitter 
(temporarily) on your computer so you can concentrate on the homework tasks at hand. 

7. Get real. 
When you’re looking at the homework you have to get done tonight, be realistic about how long 
things actually take. Gauging that reading a history chapter will take an hour and writing a response will take 
another 30 minutes will help you plan how you spend your time. 

8. Use class time wisely. 
Is your teacher finished lecturing, but you still have 10 minutes of class left? Get a jump on your chemistry 
homework while it’s still fresh in your mind. Or use the time to ask your teacher about concepts that were 
fuzzy the first time. 

9. Look over your notes each night to make sure you've got it. 
Fill in details, edit the parts that don’t make sense, and star or highlight the bits of information that you 
know are most important. Interacting with your notes will help you remember them.  

10. Study a little every day. 
Cramming Spanish vocabulary for a quiz might work in the short-term, but when comes time to study for 
midterms, you’ll be back at square 1. You might remember the vocab list long enough to ace the quiz, but 
reviewing the terms later will help you store them for the long haul. 

11. Don’t let a bad grade keep you down. 
A rough start to the semester doesn’t have to sink your GPA. Take proactive steps by checking your grades 
regularly online and getting a tutor if you need one. 

12. Make a friend in every class. 
Find a few people you can contact from each of your classes if you have a homework question or had to miss 

class (and do the same for them!).  Then when it comes time to study for exams, you'll already have a study 

group. 

    Back to School Tips for  

                              High School Students                  Courtesy of Princeton Review  

https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-test-dates
https://www.princetonreview.com/academic-tutoring/subjects/essay-writing
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887324339204578173252223022388
https://www.princetonreview.com/academic-tutoring/subjects/chemistry
https://www.princetonreview.com/academic-tutoring/subjects/chemistry
https://www.princetonreview.com/academic-tutoring/subjects/spanish
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/how-to-study-for-exams


Weekly College Admissions Workshops: 

On Wednesdays, during the lunch periods, the 
counselors will be available in computer labs to 
assist students with their college applications. 
Starting September 26th seniors can find counselors 
in the rooms assigned below: 

 Period 5 Room 127 

 Period 6 Room 123 

 Period 7 Room 127 

 Period 8 Room 127  

During these workshops, counselors will review 
online applications and essays. Instruction will be 
given on the eDocs program, which links Naviance 
accounts to electronic applications and so much 
more. This program has been designed to alleviate 

stress and possible wait-time to see individual 
counselors during this tremendously busy season! 
Please take advantage of this opportunity to move 
forward — swiftly  and accurately with your college 
applications.   

Senior Planning Night: September 17th 

This program is a “MUST ATTEND” for all seniors and their parents. Pertinent information will be shared 
on the college admissions process including Hewlett’s procedures for releasing documents to applied 
schools. In addition, information on student parking will be shared.  

 Student Transcripts will be given out for verification of grades and GPA. This must be done prior to 
releasing any records to colleges.  

 Transcript Release forms will be distributed along with other documents essential in this process. 

 On-campus parking for our senior students will also be addressed by school administration. It is very 
important to understand policies and procedures associated with this senior-year privilege.  

College Essay Review Workshop: August 29th 

Seniors are highly encouraged to take part in this wonderful program! Between the hours of 10 a.m. and 

noon on August 29th, many college admissions representatives will be in the Hewlett HS Library working 

with students (individually) on their college essay drafts. Please plan to arrive anytime during the assigned 

hours and sign-in at the Internet Café. This program has been tremendously successful over the past few 

years, so don’t miss out on the professional advice and wisdom. Who better to offer constructive criticism 

than those who read student essays for a living? 

Colleges Visiting Hewlett HS: 

Approximately 100 colleges and universities visit 

Hewlett HS between September and November to 

share information on admissions and academic 

programs. A full list of scheduled appointments is 

viewable on your Naviance Account (for students) 

and the Guidance Calendar on the PPS Website (for 

parents and students). Students must register to 

meet with a representative on their Naviance 

Account to allow us to know who is planning on 

attending the information session. In addition, 

students must obtain a pass the day before the visit 

and present to their teacher, should a meeting occur 

during a class period. Students are expected to make 

up missed work from class.  

Naviance News for Seniors: 

 Naviance has updated the look and navigation of their platform.  Please become familiar with updates. 

 Student Brag sheet should be completed in Naviance prior to school opening. 

 Seniors must electronically request their teachers, who are writing recommendation letter, on Naviance. 

Prior to this, student should have requested letter in person. 

 Be certain to update your resume in Naviance so teachers and counselor can view activities.  



PSAT : Saturday October 13th. 

The PSAT is a standardized practice exam allowing 

students to become familiar with the SAT. Students 

in Grades 10 and 11 are encouraged to sit for this 

exam. Scores are not reported to colleges, however 

students in Grade 11 may qualify for the National 

Merit Scholarship Competition based on high score.  

Click here to learn more.  

Practice ACT exam is scheduled for December 15th.  

Students are encouraged to use their Method Test 

Prep located in Castle Learning. Online exams and 

lessons are available for all Hewlett HS students!   

Parent Volunteers Needed: 

New Family Connections  

As we begin the new school year, the PPS Office is 

busy registering approximately 30 new families to 

Hewlett High School.  Our New Family Connection 

Program has been a huge success in helping our new 

families assimilate to their new community. We are 

seeking volunteers to assist us in this important role. 

Once a new family registers, the PPS Office would 

reach out to you with their contact information. 

Volunteers would simply welcome their assigned 

families in the community.  Throughout the school 

year, correspondence from PPS would be shared 

with the host family—asking you to relay this 

information.  Please contact Mrs. Renae Rotella if 

you are interested in participating: rrotella@hewlett-

woodmere.net.  

         What to Expect Junior Year:  

                    September 27th 

6:30 p.m. 

Prior to the start of Meet the Teacher Night, parents 

of Juniors are invited to a presentation at 6:30 pm in 

the auditorium to overview the busy junior year. An 

early introduction to the many activities will reduce 

stress and anxiety of the ‘great unknown’. The 

college process has changed tremendously over the 

past few years, so attendance to this program is 

highly encouraged.   

               Parent University: Tuesday, October 11th  

This night is dedicated to educating our parents on the many issues facing our children. Two sessions will 

offer multiple topics on a variety of topics! Mark your calendar...and watch for registration details!  

Upcoming College Programs: 

Nassau Counselors’ Fall College Expo 

 September 16th @ SUNY Old Westbury  

Long Island National College Fair (click to register) 

 September 23rd @ Nassau Coliseum  

New York City STEM College Fair (click to register) 

 October 14th @ Javits Center  

Discover Duke University 

 October 17th @ Roslyn High School    

 

                                    

 Students will be able to file for financial aid beginning October 1st. Applicants will use prior-prior year 

(PPY) tax information when reporting personal and family income.   

 A Financial Aid presentation will be given during Parent University on October 11th  

 A hands-on workshop will be offered to complete FAFSA forms with experts in the field. 

Parents can have all paperwork completed at HHS on the evening of November 7th.  

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/
http://www.nassaucounselors.org/events/fallExpo.php
http://www.nacacnet.org/college-fairs/FallNCF/Pages/Long-Island.aspx
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/long-island-national-college-fair/
http://www.nacacnet.org/college-fairs/STEM/Pages/NewYork.aspx
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/long-island-national-college-fair/


THE LATEST FROM THE LEARNING CENTER: 

Welcome back to the 2018-2019 school year!  
We hope the summer was restorative, and filled with fun and relaxation for your family. 

 

General Information: 

 Your son/daughter’s resource room or support class teacher will be his or her respective case manager. 
This teacher will serve as your contact person and overall support to both you and your child. 

 Teachers email information can be located on the high school’s Special Education website.  

 

College Testing Update: 

As we begin to plan for the new academic year, we wanted to make you aware of some salient changes made 
by ACT as it pertains to students who receive time and half in a full day administration. This change will be 
effective this fall.  Below you will find the press release from ACT: 
 

Starting in September, examinees with diagnosed disabilities or English learning needs who qualify 
for extended-time accommodations on the ACT® test will have a time limit on each section of the test, 
with a hard stop after each section. This is a change from the existing rules, under which examinees 
are given a total of 5 hours to complete the four test sections at their own pace, with no individual 
time limits on each section.  
 
The change will impact only examinees who qualify for National Extended Time testing, the most 
commonly granted accommodation on the ACT. Such examinees will receive time-and-a-half on each 
of the four required multiple choice subject area tests (English, mathematics, reading and science). The 
time limits for National Extended Time testing will be as follows:   
 

 English – 70 minutes (compared to 45 minutes standard) 

 Mathematics – 90 minutes (compared to 60 minutes standard) 

 Reading – 55 minutes (compared to 35 minutes standard) 

 Science – 55 minutes (compared to 35 minutes standard) 

Under the new policy, examinees will take a planned 15-minute break after the second test rather than 
taking individual breaks through the test.  
 
Examinees taking the optional ACT writing test will continue to have 60 minutes to respond to the 
prompt (compared to 40 minutes in the standard administration), with a short break before.   
 
ACT is making this change to improve fairness for all examinees, to make ACT’s administration 
procedures more consistent with industry standards and to address issues raised in feedback from 
examinees and test administrators. The change is the result of thorough and careful study and 
consideration.  



 

ACT Test Dates and Registration Information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*No test centers are scheduled in New York for the February and July test dates.  

**See non-Saturday testing for information related to this test date. 

 

SAT Test Dates and Registration Deadlines:  

ACT Test Date ACT Registration Deadline 

September 8, 2018** Passed 

October 27, 2018 September 28, 2018 

December 8, 2018 November 2, 2018 

February 9, 2019* January 11, 2019 

April 13, 2019 March 8, 2019 

June 8, 2019 May 3, 2019 

July 13, 2019* June 14, 2019 

SAT Test Date SAT Registration Deadline 

August 25, 2018 Passed 

October 6, 2018 September 7, 2018 

November 3, 2018 October 5, 2018 

December 1, 2018 November 2, 2018 

March 9, 2019 February 8, 2019 

May 4, 2019 April  3, 2019 

June 1, 2019 May 1,  2019 

Test Prep: 

Hewlett HS offers ACT/SAT test prep as follows: 

 Method Test Prep is available for students on their Castle Learning accounts. This free program is 

open to all HHS students and provides audio lessons, evaluations tests, practice quizzes, and two 

full-length exams for both ACT and SAT.  

 Curvebreakers Test Prep provides classes in the evening prior to all exams. Classes will be 

promoted via email and PPS Newsletter. Registration link is also available on the PPS website.  

 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/non-saturday-testing.html

